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Barker, educators to speak at ‘Let Freedom Read’ event

STAFF REPORT

SARASOTA — Educators,
including newly elected Sara-
sota County School Board mem-
ber Liz Barker, will speak on Let

Freedom Read Day on the topic

of “Forward for Freedom.”

The free event will be held
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 28 at the Unitarian Univer-
salists of Sarasota at 3975 Fruit-
ville Road in Sarasota. This will

be held during American History.
Banned Books mJennifer Jen-
Week. kins, from Bre-

In addition to vard County. She
Barker, the speak- is founder of the
ersinclude: “Educated We

m Martha Bireda, i Stand” political

Barker a Punta Gorda Bireda action organiza-
author who has tion (educatedwe-
written 14 books. She’salsoaliv-  stand.com).

and director of the Blanchard
House Museum of African

ing history reenactor, historian

This event is designed to “rec-

ognize and celebrate educa-
tors, librarians, bookstores,

journalists, pub-
lishers and anyone
else who guards
against censorship
and supports free
expression,” stated
apress release
about the event.
It's being hosted
by The Social Justice Alliance of
the Florida Suncoast and Uni-
tarian Universalists of Sarasota,
with project support from the

Jenkins

SEE Alliance in Sarasota.

Community advocates Car-
rie Seidman and David Brostrom
will also share stories about jour-
nalism and examples of censor-
ship.

This is a family event. Read-
alouds and other activities for
kids, as well as childcare, will be
provided during the length of the
program.

Hotel/fom a1

that doesn’t need annex-
ation, a comprehensive
plan amendment, rezoning
or a height exception.

The outparcel is across
Pinebrook Road from
Sarasota Memorial Hospi-
tal-Venice.

Patrick Tichenor, of
Kimley-Horn, answered
questions about the project
in arecent online neigh-
borhood meeting at which
he said a site-and-develop-
ment plan application will
be submitted to the city
soon.

It doesn’t appear from
the Planning and Zon-
ing Department’s Sept. 11
active petition schedule
that it’s been filed yet, how-
ever.

The Planning Commis-
sion meets at 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 17, in Coun-
cil Chambers at City Hall,
401 W. Venice Ave. The
agenda is at VeniceGov.
com at the “Meetings” but-
ton.

ALife
RKemembered

Obituaries
& Memoriams

Edward P
Comeford

Edward P. Comeford,
96, of Venice, Florida,

passed away
peacefully on
Friday, Au-

—— gust 9, 2024.

Ed was born
May 4, 1928 in Everett,
Mass. He was one of 3
boys and one girl, born
of John C. and Jennie
Comeford.

Edward was a veteran
of the US Army, spend-
ing time in the Pacific
theatre at the close of
World War 11.

On July 12, 1951 Ed-
ward married Jan-
et Lane, who would be
his wife for the next 73
years. He is survived
by his wife, Janet and
brother Robert L. Com-
eford. He was preced-
ed in death by brother
John C. Comeford, Jr.
and sister, Mildred J.
Comeford.

Edward will be buried
with military honors at
the National Cemetery
in Sarasota, Florida. A
service is scheduled at
the cemetery on Octo-
ber 23, 2024 at 2:00 pm.

Words of Comfort
Truly, itis in the darkness
that one finds the light,
so when we are
in sorrow, then
this light is
nearest of all
to us.

- Meister Eckhart

OBITUARY
POLICY

Obituaries are accepted
from funeral homes and
crematories, and from fam-
ilies ifaccompanied by a
death certificate. Full obit-
uaries, notices of services,
remembrances and death
notices are subject to
charges. Email the item for
publication to obits@your-
sun.com; it must be accom-
panied by a phone num-
ber. For more information,
call 941-206-1028.

Ceremony/froma

Knocked flat and shrouded in
darkness because of the dust in
the air, he couldn’t see anything.

“I thought I was dead for a short
period of time,” he said.

He found a police officer in the
debris and they held each other
while sharing his oxygen.

“He probably thought I was
helping him, but he was helping
me,” Szillus said.

Regaining his bearings, he got
to his feet and looked around
for other members of his com-
pany. He saw that their truck was
crushed, but spotted a colleague
— Mikey Falcone.

The north tower was burning
but still standing. Then they heard
the same sound that came from
the south tower when it started to
fall, and ran.

They found NYPD officersina
van who offered a ride, but Szillus
couldn’t get in because he still had
all his firefighting gear on.

“I'was dragged down West
Streetin a police van, and that’s
how I'survived,” he said.

His department lost 343 fire-
tighters that day, and another 375
who responded have died since.

The death toll from injuries
and illnesses exceeds the number
killed on 9/11.

“And guys are still dying,” he
said.

He said that number includes
civilian workers suffering from
9/11-related conditions among
the first responders because they
were on scene in support of the
tiretighters.

Szillus said he’s working with a
professor at Florida International
University to get the state to make
resources available to help those
who responded to the attacks but
who now live in the Florida. They
shouldn’t have to go back to New
York to get help, he said.

Despite all the suffering that
resulted from the terrorist acts,
he said he still looks for peace and
believes “in the power of hope,
compassion and kindness ... ina
world where love triumphs over
hate”
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Members of the Venice Police Department and Venice Fire & Rescue pose with Mayor Nick Pachota at the steel
girder from the Twin Towers displayed at Patriots Park.

T T

Barbara Vaughn, organizer of
the 9/11 Victims & Fallen Heroes
Memorial Ceremony in Patriots
Park Wednesday, said the intent is
to honor those who were lost and
those still dealing with the conse-
quences of their service.

HEROES

Barbara Vaughn, an Air Force
veteran who organizes the annual
event, said the intent is to honor
both those who wereloston 9/11
and those who continue because
ofillness to pay a price for what
they did that day.

She thanked Gulf Coast Com-
munity Foundation for its sup-
port, then introduced Sasha
Pyatte, GCCF director of Philan-
thropic Partnerships, who rec-
ognized first responders for their

Venice Assistant Fire Chief Kyle Hartley rings a bell symbolizing the last

call for the firefighters who lost their lives on 9/11.

“resilience and courage” and the
“ordinary citizens who became
heroes” on9/11.

The ceremony always includes
the ringing of a fire bell, which
Venice Fire Chief Frank Giddens
said has many meanings in fire
service: It signals the beginning
of a shift, the need to respond to
a call, the return to the fire house
because the call has been handled
... and the death of a comrade, he
said.

Assistant Chief Kyle Hartley

then tolled the bell three times,
followed by four times and a final
three times, representing the 343
firefighters who died on 9/11.

The ceremony concluded with
arifle salute by the honor guard
of American Legion NPVEL Post
159; taps, played by bugler Danny
Bilyeu; the Pledge of Allegiance,
led by Thorpe; and a rendition of
“God Bless America” featuring
students from Venice Christian
School.

Approvallfrom Al

to develop the sports complex
within 10 years and completing it
in15.

But the agreement has a base
term of 10 years, albeit with two
optional five-year extensions, City
Council member Ron Smith said.

That means, he said, the agree-
ment could expire before the
complex is ready. It would make
more sense, he said, to have a base
term of 15 years, with one five-
year extension optional.

Assistant City Manager James
Clinch said the window the
county gets to develop the park is
intended to be very conservative,
to allow for unknown issues that
could arise, but that “the county is
just as eager to start as the city is”

Venice will be a financial part-
ner in the project, as the city is
now committed to contribute half
the estimated cost of $40 million
— $5 million within one year of
the conveyance of the land, in Fis-
cal Year 2025-26, and $1 million
per year from park impact fees for
15 years.

The commitment doesn’t
threaten the development of the
planned Northeast Venice Park
because the funds for it have
already been allocated, Clinch
said.

SHIFTING OUT OF PARK

The city and the county have
been talking about a new parks
agreement since 2018, but nego-
tiations went on for several years
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Wellfield Park occupies 80 acres
northeast of the intersection of
Ridgewood Avenue and Pinebrook
Road.

before the idea of deeding Well-
field to the county was put on the
table.

The city was looking to the
county for improvements to the
park but the county was reluctant
to sink a lot of money into prop-
erty it doesn’t own.

The park is 50 years old, Clinch
said, and is at the end of its useful
life. Maintenance costs are high
and the city would be looking at
significant expense to replace the
facilities there.

It would also need to address
the lack of parking, stormwater
issues and handicap access.

If the current agreement
expired and responsibility for
Wellfield fell back on the city,
operating costs alone would be $1
million a year, he said.

The presentation Clinch and
Public Works Director Rick
Simpson made to the Council in
November seeking authoriza-
tion to formalize the agreement
with the county shows that over

Transportation workshop

Avirtual community workshop on the Venice Multi-Modal Transportation
Master Plan is set for 5:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 16.

The goal of the plan is to improve and strengthen the city’s transportation

network for all modes of travel.

An online storymap will be live throughout the project and continuously
updated as analysis and recommendations become available.

The public can also take an online survey about the master plan to help
determine where multi-modal improvements are needed and how and
where these improvements should be prioritized.

The survey will run through the end of September or early October.

The Zoom link for the workshopis: https://bit.ly/4eEpw7V.

20 years the city would have sunk
more than $40 million into Well-
tield — more than double the $20
million maximum it’s obligated
to pay to the county for the sports
complex.

“We are facing costs no matter
what,” City Manager Ed Lavallee
said then.

Instead, Lavallee said on Tues-
day, under the new agreement all
the city’s other obligations regard-
ing the park end as soon as it
deeds it to the county.

However, the city will also be
taking on some obligations it
doesn’t have currently have: main-
taining and operating Legacy,
Higel, Chauncy Howard, Heck-
sher and Venice Myakka River
parks; the west side of Venetian
Waterway Park; and, in particular,
the Venice Community Center.

There have already been discus-
sions about the need to either hire
people to run the community cen-
ter, or possibly bring in a company

to doit, so a business plan needs
to be developed.

The city will also need to bud-
get to hire staff and buy the
equipment needed to handle its
expanded responsibilities; and $1
million in FY 2027 for the oper-
ations and maintenance of parks
the city would be taking over.

Support for the agreement
among Council members was
enthusiastic despite the financial
obligations it comes with.

“The fact is we're saving the tax-
payers a bunch of money,” Vice
Mayor Jim Boldt said.

After remarking that the roots
of Venice athletics are planted
at Wellfield, Council Member
Rachel Frank said the new agree-
ment “lands us in a very healthy
place”

“Ilove everything about this
day,” Mayor Nick Pachota said
before he and his colleagues voted
unanimously to approve the
agreement.



